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LENT COURSE SESSION 3: THE PROPHETS; WISDOM 

When I was readying myself to put fingers to keyboard, I found myself reflecting, who on earth 

am I to try and talk about the Prophets and the Wisdom books, such an undertaking will surely 

be the height of folly! Today we are looking at about one quarter of the Bible, in my usual NIV 

about 500 pages; 20 individual books, not far short of one third of all the books in the Bible. 

Moreover, the Old Testament was one of the areas- the other was learning Greek- that didn’t 

feature much in my days at theological college. So this really is going to be a bit of a helicopter 

view- but I hope it will give you some insights into the riches and beauty that lie below, so you 

will want to get closer and explore the depths you will find here. In this first part I’ll major on 

the Prophets, first in general terms then looking at a couple in a bit more depth; in the second 

part, a swift look at the Wisdom literature.  

And we’ll continue to explore how we can grow in prayer through our Bible reading. Last 

week, in the Psalms, I hope we were finding words to express what we wish to say to God; 

here in the Prophets, and the Wisdom books, we can learn more about God and, through what 

has been said to many others down the ages, hear what he may have to say to us today. 

The Prophets and the Wisdom literature form a major part of the Old Testament. They were 

mainly recorded or compiled over a period of about 400 years, from about 875 to 430 BC- the 

period after David and Solomon, when there were two Kingdoms, Israel and Judah; the Exile 

to Babylon; and the restoration to Jerusalem under Ezra and Nehemiah. Then there was silence, 

until prophecy returned at the time of Jesus; I’ll also look briefly at that and what came after, 

what we hear in the New Testament; and ask, what we can expect today. 

But first- where prophecy started. It traces back to Moses: everything and everybody else stands 

in his tradition and shows many of the same features. There is a specific and direct call from 

God, the initiative rests with him, it’s not for anyone to proclaim themselves a prophet, anyone 

who does so is a false prophet. We find the call to Moses at the burning bush in Exodus 3, God 

calling to him, reminding him that where he stood was holy ground. Moses was given a direct 

command to carry out God’s purpose, the rescue of his people from slavery in Egypt. There 

was the promise that God would be with him, and signs that Moses would see and would be 

able to demonstrate himself. There were words that he would use- when Moses protested that 

he was not eloquent, but slow of speech and tongue, God replies “Who gave man his mouth? 

Who makes him deaf or mute…Is it not I, the Lord? Now go: I will help you speak and will 

teach you what to say.” There was speaking the truth from God to authority, Moses confronting 

Pharaoh. There was leading the people towards God, fulfilling his plan and purpose for them 

as his covenant people; and teaching the people God’s law, the Ten Commandments. There 

was a call to repentance after the people turned away from God to worship the golden calf. 

There was the hope of the Promised Land, God providing a home for the people. 

We hear of prophets in the historical books- Samuel is clearly regarded as a prophet, also called 

by God as a boy in Eli’s house to anoint Saul and David as God’s chosen kings over Israel. In 

2 Samuel, God speaks to ‘Nathan the prophet’, Chapter 7 records the Lord’s words to him, and 

it is Nathan who then speaks the parable of the poor man’s ewe lamb to King David, in rebuke 

of his adultery with Bathsheba. In 1 Kings, about 8-900 years before Jesus, the word of the 

Lord comes to Elijah, who restores the widow’s son to life, challenges King Ahab and the 

prophets of Baal, calling down fire from heaven, and meeting again with God in the still small 

voice on the mountainside; he hands his mantle on to Elisha. 

Which prophet first came down to us in his writings is uncertain. My NIV suggests it might 

have been Obadiah, writing about 850 BC- but prefers to put him a couple of hundred years 

later. Another candidate is Jonah, if he did actually write the book named after him- but that 

may have come from the same sources as the accounts of Elijah and Elisha, it could be dated 
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about that time. The most reliable candidate, I’d suggest, is Amos, who we’re looking at now 

in our evening sermon series- I’ll return to him later, but he certainly seems to be the author of 

the book attributed to him, which can be reliably dated at around 750 years before Jesus. Amos 

is one of what are known as the 12 minor prophets, along with men like Hosea, Daniel, Micah 

and the last of the writing prophets, Malachi, 440 years before Jesus; towering over them are 

the three major prophets, Isaiah, Ezekiel and Jeremiah. The prophets’ words were written 

down, either by them or by their followers- we know that Jeremiah used a secretary, Baruch, 

to write down the words which the Lord spoke to him, dictating so the words were written 

down on a scroll; and it is likely they gathered “schools” around themselves who safeguarded 

and maybe edited their words, which were often given over a long period of time- there is a 

long list of kings for Isaiah, and of his book shows very clear editorial input. 

One of my commentaries described the prophets as men who could stand before other men 

because they were men who had been called to stand before God and hear his voice. Their 

own personalities and stories can come across very strongly, Isaiah was of noble birth, Amos 

a sheep farmer and dresser of sycomore fig trees (Yes, that is the correct spelling!); Jeremiah 

was commanded by God to remain single, and made few friends with his prophecies of doom. 

But the prophets were intensely aware of the presence and reality of God, of his power and 

authority as the creator of the universe, the one who has a purpose and plan for it as the Lord 

of history, the one who sustains it by his powerful word. They were aware of his purpose for 

his covenant people, and sought- all too often without success! - to call them back to God and 

to the fulfilment of their role as his people. They emphasised God’s moral concerns, against 

hurting others by murder or adultery or false witness; for the helpless, the slaves, the weak and 

the poor and the oppressed. Both of these purposes led them to speak truth to power, to continue 

in the line of Moses, Nathan and Elijah in challenging the rulers of their lands.  

They both proclaimed God’s word and predicted what was to be- the roles often also called 

forthtelling, proclaiming truths from God, and also foretelling, warning of what was to come if 

the people didn’t hear and respond to God’s call.  God’s word came to them in various ways, 

sometimes in a dream or a vision- the book of Isaiah opens with the words “The vision 

concerning Judah and Jerusalem that Isaiah son of Amoz saw during the reigns of Uzziah, 

Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah…”; Daniel dreaming of the four beasts, the lion, the bear, the 

leopard, and one so dreadful, with ten horns, it had no name; Ezekiel’s visions of the windstorm 

coming out of the North with flashing lightning, surrounded by brilliant light; later the glory 

of the Lord leaving the temple; his vision of the valley of dry bones. Often it is simply that 

“The word of the Lord came to” Hosea, or Jonah, or Zephaniah- that is how the book attributed 

to each of them opens. There has been an openness to God, a readiness to hear his voice 

speaking into their lives, a readiness to respond- a lesson there for us to also be open, in our far 

more modest ways, to hear what God might be wanting to say to us in our reading, in our 

prayers- sometimes even in quite a direct encounter pointing us in the way to go, I’ve been 

blessed in experiencing that for myself. 

Sometimes there is a very vivid and direct encounter with God, we’ve already mentioned 

Moses and Elijah. In Jeremiah we hear God say to him “Before I formed you in the womb I 

knew you, before you were born I set you apart, I appointed you as a prophet to the nations”. 

When Jeremiah protests, the Lord  tells he must go to everyone he is told and say whatever 

God commands. “The Lord reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me ‘Now, 

I have put my words in your mouth”. And Isaiah, Chapter 6- “In the year that King Uzziah 

died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the 

temple…[seraphs] were calling ‘Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, the whole earth 

is full of his glory’…’Woe is me’ I cried ‘I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips’…one 
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of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal…with it he touched my mouth and said ‘See, this has 

touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sins atoned for.’ Then I heard the voice of 

the Lord saying ‘Whom shall I send?’ And I said ‘Here am I. Send me.’” 

As well as their words they could use very vivid symbols, sometimes even acting out the 

symbol, the parable, themselves, in their lives- Isaiah went naked and barefoot for three years 

as ‘a sign and a portent’; Ezekiel packed his bags ready for the journey into exile, and then dug 

a hole through the wall of his house; Hosea marries an adulterous wife as a symbol of Israel’s 

faithlessness to God; Jeremiah smashes a pot before the nation’s elders as a symbol of what 

will happen to the nation, smashed beyond repair; Amos used symbolic language, locusts, fire, 

a plumb-line, a basket of ripe fruit. 

Their message was often rejected- Elijah was pursued by Ahab and Jezebel, she swore to kill 

him just as he had killed the prophets of Baal. Pashtur, the priest, put Jeremiah in the stocks; 

then King Zedekiah sat and cut up Jeremiah’s scroll and threw the bits onto the fire, until the 

entire scroll was burnt up; then Jeremiah got thrown into a cistern. Amaziah, the priest at 

Bethel, accused Amos of raising a conspiracy against King Jeroboam, and tried to order him 

out of Bethel, out of the land of Israel, back to Judah. And Daniel was thrown into the lions’ 

den, his friends into the blazing fiery furnace. Hebrews Chapter 11 is a wonderful tribute to the 

strength of their faith in God- and a reminder to us that they held to that faith without the 

knowledge we now enjoy, of our Lord Jesus. 

And throughout the prophets, we will find them pointing us to Jesus. That’s already there in 

the words of Moses, in Deuteronomy 18- “The nations you will dispossess listen to those who 

practice sorcery or divination. But as for you, the Lord your God has not permitted you to do 

this. The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers. 

You must listen to him…I will raise up for them a prophet like you; I will put my words in his 

mouth, and he will tell them everything I command him. If anyone does not listen to my words, 

I myself will call him to account.” We have Isaiah, with the virgin with child, the shoot from 

the stem of Jesse, the Suffering Servant prophecies, we’ll look more at those in a little while. 

We have Daniel, “there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. 

He approached the Ancient of Days, and was led into his presence. He was given authority, 

glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshipped him. 

His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away.” Micah promised the ruler 

from Bethlehem; Zechariah saw the king coming, “righteous and having salvation, gentle and 

riding on a donkey”; Malachi warned, “suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his 

temple…who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will 

be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap.” 

I’ve said the era of written prophecy ended about four hundred years before Jesus- so now we’ll 

turn to look at what happened next, because Malachi was not the last of the prophets- no, we’re 

told by the Lord Jesus that was to be John the Baptist, who proclaimed “I baptise you with 

water for repentance. But after me will come one [who] will baptise you with the Holy Spirit 

and with fire.” He was the one who proclaimed Jesus, seeing the Holy Spirit come down him 

at the Jordan- “Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” And there was a 

flurry of other prophecy at the time of Jesus’ birth- his mother Mary, in the Magnificat; 

Zechariah’s Song, “you, my child, will be called a prophet of the most high”; Simeon at the 

Temple, “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel”; and the 

prophetess Anna, giving thanks to God and speaking about the child Jesus. 

And there prophecy as traditionally understood does come to an end, because in Jesus we find 

the heights of prophecy, for he was the one foretold by Moses; we can hear the voice of 

prophecy in passages such as Matthew 24, picking up the message of Daniel- “…all the nations 
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of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with 

power and great glory.” In Jesus we see all the fulfilment of the prophets, as he himself said in 

Luke’s Gospel- “We are going to Jerusalem and everything that is written by the prophets about 

the Son of Man will be fulfilled.” And with Cleopas and the other disciple on the road to 

Emmaus, “beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in 

all the Scriptures concerning himself.”  

But the prophetic spirit continues, prophecy is quite often linked to “the Spirit of the Lord”: 

Paul, writing to the Church at Corinth, in Chapter 14 speaks of gifts of prophecy and tongues, 

with prophecy as a spiritual gift to be particularly desired- “everyone who prophesies speaks 

to men for their strengthening.” The Letter of James is often regarded as having been written 

in prophetic vein; and of course one of the highest points in prophecy is found in the Book of 

Revelation, John’s incredible vision of the ongoing cosmic struggle between good and evil and 

the ultimate triumph of Jesus, coming as King of Kings and Lord of Lords, to bring in the new 

heaven and the new earth. 

And today? The church is still called to have a prophetic voice, in the power of the Spirit- but 

I’d suggest the nature of prophecy has changed. It will now be much more about forthtelling- 

proclaiming the good news of the Gospel of Christ, explaining what we find in the Scriptures; 

being open to the power of the Spirit to guide our teaching; speaking truth to power, continuing 

to challenge the great ones of the land with the messages of the prophets, of justice, mercy, 

compassion, respect for all people, peace. And in terms of foretelling- not trying to predict 

events, but rather reminding all people, the greatest and the least, that what we do now in the 

present will have results in the future- actions have consequences, and if our minds are open to 

what is being done and our hearts open to the messages and the wisdom of the Bible we can 

give warnings about what is likely to happen if we don’t change our ways- that’s the 

underpinning for my thinking on environmental issues. 

I’d like to draw this part of the session to a conclusion by looking at two particular prophets, 

and seeing how they can help us in that approach to prayer I suggested last time- Meditating 

on the passage; Praise and Thanks; Reflection and Confession; Petition; and 

Contemplation. 

I’ll start with Amos, especially Chapter 5, which we’ve just been looking at in the evening 

series. Amos was a sheep farmer from Tekoa, a small town near Bethlehem. He was writing in 

the reign of King Uzziah, about 750 BC, a time of great stability, all the traditional enemies 

that the people of Israel grappled with- the Assyrians, the Egyptians, the Babylonians- were 

quiescent. That led to a growth in trade, with Israel well located on the great trade routes 

between these big powers- and to a very prosperous and wealthy society. But all was not well- 

if we look at Chapter 5, that starts with a warning and a lament- “Fallen is virgin Israel, never 

to rise again, deserted in her own land, with no-one to lift her up.” Despite- because of?- their 

prosperity, as today, the people were turning away from God, oppressing the poor, exploiting 

the weak-“You who turn justice into bitterness and cast righteousness to the ground…You 

trample on the poor and force him to give you grain…You oppress the righteous and take bribes 

and you deprive the poor of justice in the courts.”   

They are very active religiously, but it is show not substance: “Seek me and live; do not seek 

Bethel, do not go to Gilgal, do not journey to Beersheba.” Amos warns of the consequences 

“Woe to you who long for the day of the Lord…That day will be darkness not light.” Their 

religious activities are utterly rejected by God- “I hate, I despise your religious feasts; I cannot 

stand your assemblies. Even though you bring me burnt offerings…I will not accept 

them…Away with the noise of your songs! I will not listen to the music of your harps.” There 

is the trumpet call to true obedience, true faith and worship, that truly shows itself in sincere 
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hearts and reformed lives- “let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never failing 

stream.” And the chapter closes with a sad prophecy of the coming end- “Therefore I will send 

you into exile beyond Damascus, says the Lord, whose name is God Almighty.” 

There is a lot there for us to reflect on and pray about- thankfulness to God that we too enjoy 

peace and relative comfort; reflection and repentance for the shortcomings of our society in 

dealing with the poor, either at home or the nations of the Third World. A challenge to us in 

our faith and how we exercise it- we may long for the Day of the Lord, ‘Your kingdom come’- 

but is our faith truly in our hearts and minds and showing itself in our lives? There is the call 

to a true morality, righteousness guiding our inner lives in true repentance and commitment to 

living in God’s way, showing that in our daily lives in love and justice and mercy. And there 

is the reassurance of God as the Lord of history, that we find the truth of his word in the 

prophets: within twenty years the kingdom of Israel had been destroyed, swept into exile, never 

to rise again. 

The other prophet I’d like to look at is Isaiah. He is, to quote my NIV, “often thought of as the 

greatest of the writing prophets.” There are critical suggestions that the book is in fact the 

product of a number of authors in a school of Isaiah covering some decades, the reigns of the 

kings mentioned: I’m not convinced that is actually the case, there are good arguments for a 

single voice; nor am I convinced the argument matters, what does is the voice we hear that’s 

been inspired by the Holy Spirit and the words it speaks. His is the message most focussed on 

our Lord Jesus, sometimes his book is called ‘the Fifth Gospel’. He prophesied over a period 

of about forty years, years when the kingdom of Israel in the North fell; he prophesied in Judah, 

in Jerusalem, as the clouds were gathering around the Southern Kingdom. As we’ve heard, he 

was clearly called by God, the vision in the Temple; he acted out his prophecies, walking naked 

and barefoot for three years.  

He warns where the people are going wrong, “The Lord’s anger against Israel”- but there is 

hope, hope for the remnant that remains, and the one who will lead them- Chapter 7, the sign 

of Immanuel, “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him 

Immanuel”. And Chapter 9- “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light…For unto 

us a child is born, unto us a Son is given…and he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.” Then Chapter 11- “A shoot will come from the 

stem of Jesse…The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him….The earth will be full of the knowledge 

of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” On to Chapter 40, “A voice of one calling: ‘In the 

desert prepare the way of the Lord…” And then the wonderful images of the Suffering Servant, 

foretelling what would happen to Jesus more than 700 years later- “He was despised and 

rejected of men, a man of sorrow and familiar with suffering…he took our infirmities and 

carried our sorrows…he was pierced for our transgressions…the punishment that brought us 

peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray…” 

The book ends with promises of hope, Chapter 61 “I delight greatly in the Lord, my soul 

rejoices in my God, for he has clothed me with garments of salvation”; Chapter 62 “The nations 

will see your righteousness, and all kings your glory…You will be a crown of splendour in the 

Lord’s hand, a royal diadem in the hand of your God.” 

In Isaiah we have again the call to repentance; we hear the warnings of what will happen, it 

was less than a century before Judah was also destroyed, its people taken into exile in Babylon. 

But throughout there is hope, the hope of forgiveness and redemption, the promise of God’s 

faithfulness to the redemption of his people: above all, as the passages I’ve quoted above show, 

we have this wonderful looking forward to the coming of our Lord Jesus, with all that means 

for us by way of forgiveness of our sins, our hope of salvation, the promise of the coming in of 

the kingdom of God. 
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QUESTIONS: 

1. Read either Amos 5 or Isaiah 53; perhaps aloud with those around you. What 

particularly leaps out at you here? 

2. What brings you to praise; where do you see the Lord Jesus? 

3. What impact should these chapters have on your daily life? 

4. How should we respond to Isaiah’s portrayal of Jesus? 

5. How do we understand “the fear of the Lord”? 

6. What should be the “prophetic voice” of the Church in our world today? 

 

PART 2: WISDOM 

Although there are only three principal Wisdom books- Job, Ecclesiastes and Proverbs- I don’t 

want to leave them out, because they have so much to say to us in different ways, and 

particularly how they can help and challenge us in prayer. Calling them “Wisdom” literature 

raises one of the greatest challenges for all people and faiths and philosophies- what does it 

mean to lead a good life? In terms of ourselves personally- it’s often associated with long and 

healthy life; a good family life and children to be proud of; a good reputation; material comfort 

in peaceful surroundings. But that inevitably also means how our relations with those around 

us are shaped, what principles are guiding that- and that extends from our immediate 

neighbours to dealings between nations.  

Wisdom is immensely practical and empirical, not philosophical theorizing: it is the day-to-

day outworking of those issues of personal morality, righteousness and justice that we explored 

with the Prophets. One of my concerns for our society today is that in an endeavour to promote 

tolerance and multiculturalism, we have lost sight of some of the basic tenets of Christian 

wisdom which have shaped the West over two thousand years of Christianity. It is sadly clear 

that some of other faiths, and I will single out some in Islam here, do not have our same regard 

for tolerance, freedom of speech, sexual equality, democracy and the rule of law. The debates 

over “British values” are desperate attempts to forge something that can be held in common, 

but without a basic core of Christian doctrines that is trying to make bricks without straw, since 

“the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom”; without that you risk floundering in a morass 

of unfounded personal opinions and feelings, the real trap of post-Modernism- “You tell me 

your truth, I’ll tell you mine.” 

So to the three books I’ve mentioned. They are written in different styles and, I’d suggest, there 

is a progression in them that can help us in our prayer. I’ll start with Proverbs, which we looked 

at in house groups last year, so I don’t need to say too much by way of introduction. It looks 

back to Solomon, the king famed for his wisdom- the gift he asked God to give him above all 

others, ‘a wise and discerning heart.’ Those of you who were part of that will recall the book 

falls basically into three parts- the first 9 chapters, with their personification of Lady Wisdom, 

Sophia, against the adulteress, the woman Folly, and the central message, “the fear of the Lord 

is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding”; then the 

chapters of pithy sayings, “Go to the ant, thou sluggard, consider her ways and be wise”. Their 

origin is in very practical instruction on how to live our lives day by day in regard to ourselves, 

in relation to others; obvious origins in teachings for use in households, connections with 

similar books of instruction from other cultures, for instant the Egyptians. Because they address 

the challenges of daily life and personal relationships, the same challenges we face today as 

were faced three thousand years ago, they still have the same power to speak to us today. 

Proverbs is very much a book of instruction, a didactic book. The next one I’ll look at, 

Ecclesiastes, is quite different: In this we find the personal reflections of someone who has not 

only sought to follow all these teachings, but has actually been the one who framed and 
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delivered them: there is a voice speaking throughout, “the Teacher”, in Chapter 1 verse 12 we 

read “I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem”- shades of Solomon- “I devoted myself 

to study and to explore by wisdom all that is done under heaven.” And his conclusion should 

really stop and make us think, “What a heavy burden God has laid on men! I have seen all the 

things that are done under the sun; all of them are meaningless, a chasing after the wind.” As 

the opening verse proclaims “Meaningless! Meaningless! Says the Teacher, Utterly 

meaningless, everything is meaningless.” I suspect there are times when some of us have felt 

just that, didn’t I say the Bible can speak into every corner of the human condition: why am I 

doing this, why all this effort, why do I believe this, why do I bother, what’s the point, all is 

meaningless, ‘Vanity of vanities! All is vanity!” 

The writer continues, Pleasures are meaningless; toil, hard work, is meaningless- whatever we 

build up in this world is left behind when we are gone: who knows who will take it on, a wise 

man or a fool- “he will have control over all the work into which I have poured my effort and 

skill under the sun.” He looks around, he sees the tears of the oppressed, the futility of 

advancement; riches are meaningless. But there are positive notes: all this is within God’s 

compass, the lovely poem of Chapter 3, “to everything there is a season, and a time for every 

purpose under heaven; a time to be born and a time to die.. a time to weep and a time to laugh, 

a time to mourn and a time to dance…a time for love and a time to hate, a time for war and a 

time for peace.” The later chapters bring us back to practical guidance, to true wisdom- “The 

end of a matter is better than its beginning, and patience is better than pride”; wisdom is better 

than folly; above all, “Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of 

trouble come”. And its conclusion: “Now all that has been heard, here is the conclusion of the 

matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.” 

BUT- there is an inevitable and powerful but: supposing I, someone else, does all these things- 

and still everything goes wrong, why then all the pain and suffering and grief; why, especially, 

do bad things happen to people who are living good lives, who are trying to follow God. Why 

are there so many people suffering right here in our church, with grief, sickness, stress and loss; 

what is known technically as theodicy, which can take us right down to challenging our most 

basic understandings of God: if he is good, why does he allow evil and pain? If he is all-

powerful, why doesn’t he step in to prevent it happening? Conclusions- either there is no God; 

or he isn’t actually that good after all; or no, actually, he’s not very powerful. How can he help 

me out of this mess? 

As always, the Bible is there with us, with the Book of Job- which has the added advantage 

that here there are dialogues much as we might hear, even if only in our heads, about what is 

going on: you’re suffering, in pain, bereaved, because it’s all your fault, you had it coming to 

you. But you cry back, NO, not so, I’ve done nothing wrong, I’m blameless. And in Job we 

find all of that- we can find ourselves in quite the darkest place we could be. Job lost all his 

children, all his flocks, all his prosperity; his health, he was so covered in sores he took a piece 

of broken pottery to scrape his sores; his own wife told him “Curse God and die!” Poor Job is 

then subjected to the twin challenges of hurling his desperate pleas out to God, only to be met 

by silence; or to his so-called friends, who all blame Job, totally ignoring his heartfelt- and 

quite true- protestations of innocence, offering him utterly useless ‘comfort’. 

Because at the end of the day all of this is down to the inscrutable will of God: we have to my 

mind one of the most beautiful and profound chapters of the Bible, Job 38- when after all the 

silence, God answers out of the storm- but he does not explain;, he challenges: “Who is this 

that darkens my counsel with words without knowledge? Brace yourself like a man…Where 

were you when I laid the earth’s foundations…On what were its footings set or who laid its 

cornerstone- while all the morning stars sang together, and all the angels shouted for joy?” All 
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Job can do is bow in humility and repentance, saying “My ears had heard of you, but now my 

eyes have seen you. Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.” Because at the 

end of the day we must trust in the wisdom and love and mercy and grace of God, where even 

his foolishness will far outweigh the wisdom of men, as Paul reminds us. 

Just to close with how Wisdom can be seen in the New Testament. The Letter of James is 

sometimes regarded as having Wisdom-like features, it is essentially practical and devoted to 

how to live well, with its guidance on Listening and doing, on Taming the tongue; in Chapter 

3:13 “Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by deeds 

done in the humility that comes from wisdom.” But the greatest fulfilment of wisdom comes, 

of course, in our Lord Jesus Christ, described by Paul in 1 Corinthians as “Christ the Power of 

God and the wisdom of God”, who was promised by Jesus- John 14, “But the Counsellor, the 

Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name will teach you all things and will remind 

you of everything I have said to you.” And that’s a fitting note on which to conclude this 

session, as it points us towards our study next week, which will be focusing on the life and 

teachings of our Lord Jesus himself, revealed in the Gospels. 

  


